“YOU CAN’T PLEASE EVERYBODY” 

Jeremiah 1:4-10;  Luke 13:10-17  

8/22/10 – Rev. Ron Faux   
Have you ever had what you thought was a really great, but as soon as you shared it with other, it was heaped with criticism?  Yogi Berra said, “Anybody who is popular is bound to be disliked.”  
Cab Callaway was a famous jazz band leader and vocalist.  Once after a performance, someone came up to him and said, “You’re not so great!  You play just like Charlie Parker!” Cab handed him an instrument and said, “So YOU play like Charlie Parker.”

At Drew University some innovative Christians have started Theology on Tap. Monthly meetings are held in bars or restaurants. Everyone is invited and the subject is always God.  Sometimes communion was even served, using beer and pretzels as the elements.  
Beer and theology might be an uncomfortable combination for some United Methodists, but the pastors mixing the two say the idea behind Theology on Tap is that people yearn for deep theological conversations about things that matter to them.   The UMC has a long history of recommending abstinence from alcoholic beverages.  Up until 1968, potential pastors had to sign a pledge that they would not smoke or drink alcohol before they could be ordained.  I was not ordained until 1969, but that was just chance.  
The Rev. Kaye Glennon, pastor of Franksville (Wis.) UMC, said she wanted to start an outreach group like Theology on Tap for a long time, but was concerned about “flak” from the congregation. “As it turns out, I got very little, if any,” she said. “We’re all conscious that this is not an occasion for getting drunk, but for a social drink . . . and some really interesting discussions about God.”  Participants discuss topics such as heaven and hell, images of God, intuition and being happy. Young adults at the Franksville congregation said the program makes church a bigger part of their daily lives.  At Christ UMC in Greensboro, N.C., no one offered resistance to the idea of meeting in a bar, and some have suggested that it is very much in the spirit of John Wesley, who went to where the people were rather than waiting for them to come to him in the London catherdrals.
Sadhu Sundar Singh was an Indian evangelist who had the country of Tibet on his heart. Beginning when he was 17, he made several annual walking trips to Tibet. Tibet was a closed Buddhist society & often he met opposition when he preached Jesus.  One time as he came to the village of Rasar;  the Grand Lama of the town had him arrested & thrown into a well to die. The stench from the remains of previous victims was overwhelming & for three days Singh drifted in & out of consciousness.  On the third day, while praying, he heard the jingle of a key opening up the lid of the well. A rope was tossed down & Singh was hauled up. After being pulled out, the lid was replaced & locked, & the rescuer vanished. Singh praised the Lord & went right back to preaching. The Grand Lama had him arrested again & demanded to know who had stolen the key and rescued him. After searching, the only key to the well's lid was found hanging on the Grand Lama's belt. In fear of the Lord, he begged Singh to leave town.  Often when we face slight opposition, we sometimes cower and back down.  Should we?
Daniel Terry, a humanitarian worker with the U M C, spent 40 years in Pakistan learning the local dialects and helping people.  He was recently killed for this. 

Homer and Emma Atkins spent time in a small remote village looking for ways to help the people.  He noticed that the people spent a lot if time in back-breaking labor to haul water to irrigate the rice paddies.  With an old bicycle, he designed and built a water pump that could irrigate the crops while someone pumped that water by pedaling the bike.   Emma noticed that the elderly people were stooped over from sweeping up the village with their short brooms.  She found some bamboo, transplanted it, and made a broom with a long handle.  When she showed the people how to make their own, they were ecstatic.  There is now a park in her honor because she unbent the backs of the people.  
Jesus healed the woman with a bad back.  She had been bent over for 18 years.  Jesus saw her & had compassion on her, & healed her.

That’s what Jesus did & that is what he does today.  He heals people.  He heals them spiritually, he heals them emotionally & occasionally he heals them physically!

Have you ever noticed that no matter what you do, you can’t please everybody?  Somebody, somewhere is going to criticize your best efforts.

ANYWAY

“The Paradoxical Commandments”  by Kent M. Keith

People are illogical, unreasonable, and self-centered.

Love them anyway.

If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish ulterior motives.

Do good anyway.

If you are successful, you will win false friends and true enemies.

Succeed anyway.

The good you do today will be forgotten tomorrow.

Do good anyway.

Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable.

Be honest and frank anyway.

The biggest men and women with the biggest ideas can be shot down by the smallest men and women with the smallest minds.

Think big anyway.

People favor underdogs, but follow only the top dogs.

Fight for a few underdogs anyway.

What you spend years building may be destroyed overnight.

Build anyway.

People really need help but may attack you if you do help them.

Help people anyway.

Give the world the best you have and you’ll get kicked in the teeth.

Give the world the best you have anyway.
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