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From Pastor Sharon ~ 

I have mentioned Rev. Rueben P. Job, retired United Methodist bishop, along with his 

book, When You Pray: Daily Practices for Prayerful Living.  

Another good book by Rev. Job is Three Simple Rules: A Wesleyan Way of Living.  

Some of our church leaders received it as a gift during our volunteer recognition 

festivities last spring. 

I carry a signed card with me wherever I go.  On that card it states that I promise to abide by the three simple 

rules:  1) Do no harm, 2) Do good, and 3) Love God. 

The three simple rules were written by the founder of the Methodist Church, John Wesley, when he established 

his class meetings – first in London and Europe, and later in America – in the mid-1700s.     

They are as simple and as meaningful now as they were then.  As we move into the busy fall season, and as we 

look to final preparations for our 100th Anniversary celebration in November, it seems appropriate to remind 

ourselves of the three simple rules, and to renew our efforts to live by them. 

I invite you to sign below, clip, and carry this reminder of our United Methodist heritage and the three simple 

rules we strive to follow. 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Sharon 

 - 

 

_ 
 
 
 
 
 
 ________________________________________________    ___       _________________ 
                                                                                        Signature                                                                                                                      Date 
 
 

 

 

September Lectionary Readings: 
 

September 4  Exodus 12:1-14; Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20 

September 11  Exodus 14:19-31; Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18:21-35 

September 18  Exodus 16:2-15; Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16 

September 25  Exodus 17:1-7; Philippians 2:1-13; Matthew 21:23-32 

 

 

I promise to abide by these three simple rules: 

Do no harm.        Do good.      Love God. 

 

  

  
cut here 

cut here 
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ANNUAL 

 

Camp Wrightwood BBQ 

Sunday, September 4, 2011 

 

1401 Linnet Road, Wrightwood 

760/249-3453 

 

Church Service 10:00 am 

Lunch Served 11:30 am to 1:30 pm 

Free Swim 12:30 to 3:00 pm 

 

Adults $10      Children $5 

All proceeds will be used  

to purchase bunk beds! 

email: info@campwrightwood.com  

web: http://www.campwrightwood.com 

 

 

Circle the words in the list as you find them (left, 

right, up, down or diagonally), in the grid to the left. 

After you have found all the words, fill the unused 

letters from the grid into the blanks in the order 

listed to find the mystery word.  

 

 

  

Mystery Word: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Saturday Sept. 20th breakfast 
meeting of the United Methodist 
Men will feature Greg Bogh as our 
speaker.  

Greg is the newest member of the 
Yucaipa City Council.  We look 
forward to hearing from him about 
the projects and events going on in 
town now and in the future.  

We meet at Bob's Big Boy in 
Calimesa at 8:00 A.M. and ladies 
are always welcome.  

See you there,  

Ralph Snook, Pres. UMM                     

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

 

 

 

          

 

W o r d  S e a r c h  F u n        

           I’m at 540     
      Sandalwood Dr. 
   right off the 10 Fwy. 

Comfort  Creator Eagles Holy One 

Increase  Israel  Lord  Mount  

Power  Renew  Run Wait 
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Comfort and Hygiene Items  
 

Pastor Sharon will be delivering a donation of 

comfort/hygiene items for our district ministry 

with the Joshua Tree UMC. 
   

You are invited to bring donations to worship 

service or to the church office: 

  Soap   

  Comb/brush 

  Deodorant   

  Diapers 

  Toothbrush/toothpaste  

  Shampoo 

  Socks/t-shirts  

  etc. 
 

Donations will be accepted Sunday, August 21 

through Sunday, September 25.  Any size items 

are OK.  Please provide unused, unopened items.  

UMCoY is hosting a 

Blood  
Drive  

 
 

Sunday, September 4th 
10:00am to 2:00pm 

 

There will be a signup sheet available in the office 
during the week, and in the Fellowship Hall on 
Sundays at the Scrip table. 

September 4th is Labor Day weekend, so everyone 
who can donate is encouraged to do so.  There is a 
shortage of blood right now, and the need is always 
greater on a holiday weekend.  You never know when 
the life that is saved will be yours, or someone that 
you love.  Give the Gift of Life! 

  

According to Merriam-Webster, compassion is a sympathetic consciousness of 

others’ distress together with a desire to alleviate it. We are so fortunate to enjoy the 

many blessings that the Lord bestows upon us, yet others have such great need. Please 

consider participating in one of these opportunities to give compassionately: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Interfaith Community Support  
By Ralph Snook 

Interfaith Community Support (ICS) is a non-profit charitable corporation that provides food to those in the 
Yucaipa-Calimesa area who need emergency provisions. UMCoY is one of 13 churches that contribute to the 
ICS with the cereal we collect the second Sunday of each month, which is why they have named us the 
“Cereal Church.” From 7/1/2010 to 6/30/2011, 6,320 packages of cereal were collected and distributed...and 
you can be sure that most of this came from You.  

Many of you also gave cash and Stater Bros. scrip and this is very important. Due to increased demand and a 
huge drop in donations, this year ICS had to spend $48,617 for groceries. So you can see, your cash 
donations are also needed.  

ICS is an all-volunteer organization with about 25 volunteers giving over 8,000 hours this past year. Our own 
Alice Anderson and Ray Wilson are part of this group. And they can always use more help. If you would be 
willing to give a couple of hours a week or a month see Pastor Sharon, Pastor Ron, Alice,or Ralph Snook for 
information. 
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This training is centered around Rev. John Flowers’ 
experience at Travis Park UMC in San Antonio, TX, 
where he and his wife Rev. Karen Vannoy  ministered 
to the homeless .  
 

Training includes:  
* Stories from homeless ministries within Cal-Pac  
* Opportunity for church members or ministry team 

members to plan how they might "step up" to the 
next level of ministry with the homeless.  

 
Coordinated by Urban and New Ministries 

 

Mission Trips  

Give Ye Them To Eat  
 

Please let Pastor Sharon know if you would be interested in 

joining a team for either of the following mission trips: 

 

Costa Rica 

Northridge UMC is taking a mission team to Costa Rica February 17-

25, 2012.  If you would like more information, please check out the 

website http://www.costaricamissionprojects.com/ and contact Mike Easterly 

of Northridge UMC by email (measterly@socal.rr.com) or phone (818-363-4573).  

 

GYTTE in Mexico 

Northridge UMC and Tabernacle UMC (Fredricksburg, VA) will be taking a mission team to GYTTE in 

2013 (February 15-24). Please contact Mike Easterly if you would like to be added to the "interested 

parties" email distribution list.  

 

About Give Ye Them To Eat ~ 

Give Ye Them To Eat (GYTTE) was founded in 1977 as a social outreach 

project of the Methodist Church of Mexico to combat hunger and poverty in 

the rural sector. The purpose of the "Give Ye Them to Eat" program is to 

strengthen the capabilities of marginalized people and communities to meet 

their basic needs, and to determine and sustain a just and integrated 

development process. Participatory methods and development tools are used to 

create conditions in which change can take place from within the communities. GYTTE uses people-

centered approaches to development. 

To make a financial contribution to Give Ye Them To Eat, please make your check out to United 

Methodist Church of Yucaipa, write “Give Ye Them To Eat, No. 07629A” in the memo line and put 

your donation in the collection plate on Sunday.  

 

California-Pacific Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church will sponsor training for effective & 
comprehensive ministry with the homeless for churches in Cal-Pac  

“Step Up Outreach”  
Sept. 17th, 12n - 4p at Vista UMC  
Sept. 18th, 12n - 4p at Garden Grove UMC  

 

Lunch will be provided ~ Suggested Donation $5 
 

For more information contact:  
Rev. Jennifer Gutierrez at  jgutierrez@cal-pac.org,  
(323) 459-5363 
  

For Registration contact:  
Nataly Ruiz at nruiz@cal-pac.org, (626) 568-7374. 
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Hi Everyone, 

      We're looking for more singers (and 

instrumentalists, if you know any) to help lead 

the Praise Music on Sundays.  We'll be 

practicing Thursdays at 7:30 pm in the 

Sanctuary... come join us!  Or, if that day 

doesn't work for you, please let us know what 

could and we'll see what we can do.  Call me if 

you have questions or need transportation:   

 Deb 

 (909) 790 4683 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Linda and Dear Church Family and Especially 
Quilt Ministry, 

Thank you so much for all the get well cards as 
well as sympathy cards (for my son’s death), and 
for the lovely quilt that you made and sent to me. 

The color is my favorite , green, and it goes so well 
with the color scheme in the front room. I am very 
uplifted when I look at it and will enjoy using it.  

Thanks for the prayers of those who tied the 
knots. It is such a blessing to be part of such a 
loving church. 

Thanks to Pastor Ron for bringing it to me and 
especially for bringing me Holy Communion. 

The prayers must be working since God has 
blessed me and given me comfort and is helping me 
heal. 

I am looking forward to attending church again 

soon. Thanks again,       Helen A. Secker 

CHURCH-WIDE  

 
September 24, 2011 

 

Please bring your donated items to 

the Fellowship Hall the week of 

September 19-22. 
 

If you need help transporting your donated 

items, please call the church office at  

797-1143 by Wednesday, September 21. 

 

All proceeds go to UMCoY 

Koinonia Scholarship Fund  

(without which we would  

not have received this  

great letter of thanks).  
 

We reserve the right to refuse any damaged or overly large items. 

 

Dear Koinonia Scholarship 

Committee and UMCoY family, 

Thank you for my scholarship 

this year!  I really appreciate 

your generosity. Because of you 

all, I was able to pay for my first 

semester books, some other fees, 

and my parking permit. Thank 

you for helping me to go to college 

and pursue my educational goals.  

Your prayers and kindness mean 

a lot to me and my family!  

Thanks again.     

Sincerely, Rachael Moore 
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What is The Flower Calendar? 
By Beth Snook 

 

The Flower Calendar mounted on the wall in the 

inner narthex lists every Sunday in 2011 and it shows 

who will be bringing flowers for our church altar to be 

enjoyed during worship services. 

 Some folks sign up to bring flowers to celebrate an 

anniversary or birthday. Others want to remember a 

friend or relative, and still others choose a "just because" 

Sunday to thank God with flowers at the foot of the 

cross on the altar.  

Some people buy arrangements from a florist. Some 

choose a beautiful plant and some people who tend God's 

garden at home bring a vase of freshly cut flowers from 

that garden. 

You are invited to remind us all of the beauty of 

Jesus Christ's gifts to us by furnishing flowers for our 

worship service.  If you would like to bring flowers for 

our altar on a certain Sunday, write your name in one of 

the spaces, and on one of the little slips of paper there 

with the calendar. If you have any questions, please 

contact Beth Snook personally or call 795-1533. ~ 

Thank You ~ 

5 Don Bannister 
11 Betty Eisner 
18 Emily Hinckley 
20 Helen Davis 
20 Mark Stone 
23 Bryan Garrison 
23 Delanie Henson 
23 Carolyn Manlowe 
24  Susan Shotts 
25 Mark Pertile 
27 Martha Gregory 
29 Lee Ann Smith Trafzer 

 Kent & Karen Colby 4     
 Ronald & Jeri Pittsenberger 23 
 Wes & Mary Harty 29 
  

 

 

Please join us for a special Open House  
in celebration of 

Lois Walton’s 100th Birthday 
 

Sunday, October 9, 2-5 p.m. 
 

1439 Sagebrush Place, Beaumont, CA 92223 
  

Please RSVP by September 15 
by calling 951-769-1454 

 
In lieu of gifts,  

there will be a basket for birthday cards. 
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Whoõs In Our Pews? 
I found Jerry Pugh in the church office and asked if 
he would let me interview him for do a “Who’s in 
Our Pews” article and he readily agreed, quietly 
and looking away a bit, like he does. What a 
wonderful time I had talking with Jerry! This was 
especially nice for me since Jerry usually comes to 
me, as Trustee Committee chair, with reports of 
problems that need to be fixed (I told him once not 
to take offense if I run the other way when I see 
him coming…which made us both laugh!), and this 
time we could just sit and talk.  

Jerry was born in Arlington, Illinois in 1939, but his 
family moved to Riverside, California, when he was 
just 2 due to his Mom’s failing health and need for 
a warmer climate. After a couple of years in 
Riverside, his family moved to Alta Dena to be 
closer to L.A. where his Dad worked for a magazine 
publisher.  

As a child living in Alta Dena, Jerry went to special 
private schools for handicapped children and he 
remembers his best friend in elementary school 
was a girl named Suzy. I asked him if he 
participated in any sports and Jerry nodded his 
head and said he played baseball…then he broke 
into a smile and said “I was a fast runner! I could 
run.”  

I asked Jerry if he remembers anything significant 
from his earliest years and he told me an 
interesting story: When he was 9, Jerry recalls 
getting extremely sick with a very high fever and 
doctors told his parents that he would probably die 
within hours; however, his Dad had just read an 
article in Reader’s Digest about medicine that could 
fight infection and bring down a fever. He 
contacted the doctor to find out if they could get 
the medicine for his son and they did. Jerry’s fever 
broke within 2 hours of his receiving a dose of 
antibiotics. [I did a little research on the history of 
antibiotics, and in 1948 they were BIG news!]   

Also that year Jerry remembers becoming an 
“official member” of Emmanuel Methodist Church. 
When he got baptized at age 9 he recalls being the 
only person up in front of everyone… I told him 
that being up there in front of everyone was the 

only part of my baptism that I remembered, too, 
and we both laughed about how uncomfortable 
that is! 

School was fine until he got out of elementary 
school, then in junior high school it was time to 
stop having fun and time to start working harder at 
learning. School was really a struggle for Jerry and 
he didn’t have much time for socializing with all the 
studying he had to do, but he didn’t know then just 
how hard it was going to get! 

In 1955, Jerry’s Mom went to visit some friends in 
Yucaipa. While there, she did some driving around, 
decided she liked the little town, found a house for 
sale and put a down-payment on it! Well, you can 
imagine what big news this was to Jerry and his 
Dad (back in Alta Dena)!! The family drove out to 
Yucaipa to look at the house and Jerry remembers 
thinking “This ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΚΗΚέ It was WAY too 
small and needed a lot of work. Over the next year 
or so, the Pughs (with the help of a friend from Alta 
Dena) added on to the little house, fixed it up and 
in 1956 Jerry and his parents moved in.  

That’s when school got tough! Jerry began going to 
public school for the first time. (As he tells me 
about it, Jerry gets very animated.) The school was 
WAY harder than the private schools, but he 
worked hard and made it. At Redlands High School 
he had a tutor for Algebra, struggled to get Cs, and 
finally graduated in 1958.  
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After high school, Jerry went back to Alta Dena to 
attend college and after 18 months he completed a 
certificate program in electronics. It was during 
that time that Jerry was president of the Methodist 
Youth Fellowship at Emmanuel Methodist Church; 
the MYF was quite active and there were about 40 
members. 

When Jerry returned to Yucaipa, he used his newly-
learned skills to open his own business: Calimesa 
TV Sales and Repair. Right about then, Jerry got his 
draft notice in the mail and he joined the Army 
National Guard.  

Jerry said that after he made it through boot camp 
he was a “weekend warrior.” Although his 
company never got activated to Viet Nam, they did 
get activated for 5 days to Los Angeles when the 
Watts Riots erupted. I was so fascinated by that, 
and I asked him what it was like. Jerry said, “There 
was looting everywhere and they were shooting at 
us.” I naively asked, “shooting guns at you?!!?” He 
responded, “Well, they weren’t shooting water 
pistols at us!” We both laughed a bit and I said, 
“Probably not shooting bows and arrows, either, 
right?” Jerry was in the National Guard 26 years. 

After a while, Jerry’s Dad came to work with him at 
his electronics business. Occasionally the two of 
them would take a road trip vacation and go 
camping to Lone Pine, Lake Isabella, Kernville, and 
the like. They had a little 14’ trailer that they would 
load up, (when the dogs saw them getting packed, 
they were always in the car before anyone else!) 
and they would go for a week at a time and no 
longer since Jerry had a business to run.  

He told me his mom had passed away in 1973, and 
they gave up camping the following year. His dad 
passed away in 1975 and I asked him if it was a 
difficult transition to make, being alone. He 
described himself as a loner anyway, and that “We 
have an eternal father (points upward); that’s God, 
and He watches out for me since Dad died. It hasn’t 
been easy, but he has been with me the whole 
time.”  

Jerry sold his business after 31 years and in 1993 
he started working for our church as a custodian. 
He told me, one day he walked into the sanctuary 
and saw the big, beautiful organ sitting there just  

waiting to be played. He sat down and played for a 
while before he realized June had come in and was 
sitting listening to him! I asked about his playing 
the organ and he told me he has a keyboard that 
he enjoys playing at home. 

When Jerry’s not taking care 
of our church, he is usually at 
home; he says he doesn’t go 
out much. He likes to read, 
and reports that his favorite 
book in the Bible is 
Ephesians. Says Jerry, “Read 
it and meditate on it. I just 
finished reading it again and 
it tells you how to live. How 
to live as a family, how to 
stay in contact with God, 
that things will work out, 
and how to raise a family 
(although I don’t raise a 
family.)” He also likes to 
read the prophesy in 
Daniel, Ezekiel and 
Revelations, and he 
believes we are living in 
the end times about which 
were foretold. He says 
“You think it over and think 

of all the stuff that is going 
on now.” He then suggested 
I read the book “The Late 

Great Planet Earth” by Hal 
Lindsey. (I’ll check it out!) 

A defining moment in Jerry’s 
later life came in 2009. On April 

5th he came in to the church office and told Linda 
something was wrong with him and that he was 
getting sick. He had a doctor’s appointment the day 
after Easter. He went to his doctor in Redlands, and 
they put him in the hospital. A biopsy revealed 
bone marrow cancer, that they would aggressively 
treat with chemotherapy for 2 years. Thinking 
back, Jerry remembered that there was an 
electrical storm the first day of chemo. He is now in 
remission (Thank You, Lord!) and doing well.   
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With the cancer diagnosis, Jerry cut back on his 
church responsibilities and his job title changed 
from Custodian to Caretaker. Now, he tells me his 
job changed again from Caretaker to Security.  

I enjoyed getting to know Jerry and asked him if he 
had anything else to tell me…that’s when I learned 
that he likes trains (I think train-love is 
programmed into the Y chromosome!), and that he 
once took a ride on the California Zephyr to 
Chicago, “back when trains ran on steam, not 
diesel.” He prefers train travel to plane travel since, 
on planes he is cooped up and claustrophobic, 
while on trains you can move about and walk from 
car to car. He also recalls a particular plane ride 
from Ohio to California in which he was walking 
down the aisle toward the lavatory when the plane 
hit a huge air pocket. YOW! No accidents or even 
close calls, but still memorable.  

I asked Jerry about his working the sound board for 
our church and how he got into doing that. He said 
that when he first came back here after college, he 
was asked if he could run the (then) small sound 
board and he replied “Yah, I can run that.” And he 
has been doing it ever since. He also works the 
sound board at weddings, funerals and special 
services. 

Well, now that you know a bit more about Jerry, 
perhaps you will go up to him, greet him and thank 
him for the great job he does here at United 
Methodist Church of Yucaipa. I know I have a 
greater appreciation for all he does here and I’m 
sure you do, too. Sally Gibson  

 

From the Editoré 

I sure enjoyed talking with Jerry for our 
òWhoõs in Our Pewsó article. When Laura 
Adams came up with idea it was met with 
wide acclaim and has become a regular 
feature of The Friendly Visitor. I know I have 
big shoes to fill, and I donõt think I will be 
able to fill them completely regardless of how 
much I practice, but Iõll try my best to make  

 

these articles a consistent and interesting part 
of our newsletter. If, occasionally, you do not 
see a Whoõs In Our Pews article, please know 
that it is probably just my 9-5 life interfering 
with my free time (can hardly wait for 
retirement!) and there will be an article the 
following month. Also, always feel free to call 
me if there is someone you would like to learn 
more about or if you would like to tell me your 
story.           Sally   (909) 319-1547 

 

 

 

In Closingé 

May today there be peace within.  

May you trust God that you are 
exactly where you are meant to be.  

May you not forget the infinite 
possibilities that are born of faith.  

May you use those gifts that you have 
received, and pass on the love that has 
been given to you.  

May you be content knowing you are a 
child of God.  

Let this presence settle into our bones, 
and allow your soul the freedom to 
sing, dance, praise and love.  

It is there for each 
and every one of 
you.  

 

St. Theresa 
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Rev. Sharon Snapp-Kolas ð Pastor 

Rev. Ron Faux – Pastor of Visitation Amy Bahnson – Children & Family Ministries 

Linda Ewan – Church Secretary Wes Harty – Choir Director 

June Fisher – Organist Chris Nielsen – Accountant 

Sally Gibson – Newsletter Editor Gerald Pugh – Caretaker 

Phil Michelsen – Facilities Management 

 

Sunday Services 

Gathering 8:45 a.m.    Worship 9:00 a.m. 

Fellowship 10:15 a.m.    Sunday School 10:30 a.m. 

Nursery Care available all morning. 

 

www.yucaipamethodist.org            info@yucaipamethodist.org 
 

 
To submit articles or news items to the Friendly Visitor, please email items to Sally Gibson at: 

sallygib@gmail.com or bring your submission to the church office, by the 10th of the month for publication in 
the following month’s newsletter.  

http://www.yucaipamethodist.org/
mailto:info@yucaipamethodist.org
mailto:sallygib@gmail.com

