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Mother's Day History

Contrary to popular belief, Mother's Day was not conceived and fine-tuned in the boardroom of Hallmark. The earliest
tributes to mothers date back to the annual spring festival the Greeks dedicated to Rhea, the mother of many deities,
and to the offerings ancient Romans made to their Great Mother of Gods, Cybele. Christians celebrated this festival on
the fourth Sunday in Lent in honor of Mary, mother of Christ. In England this holiday was expanded to include all
mothers and was called Mothering Sunday.

In the United States, Mother's Day started nearly 150 years ago, when Anna Jarvis, an Appalachian homemaker,
organized a day to raise awareness of poor health conditions in her community, a cause she believed would be best
advocated by mothers. She called it "Mother's Work Day."

At first, people observed Mother's Day by attending church, writing letters to their mothers, and eventually, by
sending cards, presents, and flowers. With the increasing gift-giving activity associated with Mother's Day, Anna Jarvis
became enraged. She believed that the day's sentiment was being sacrificed at the expense of greed and profit. In 1923
she filed a lawsuit to stop a Mother's Day festival, and was even arrested for
disturbing the peace at a convention selling carnations for a war mother's group.

Before her death in 1948, Jarvis is said to have confessed that she regretted ever WA’Q
starting the mother's day tradition. HAPPY ‘.‘.‘E. > ;

Despite Jarvis's misgivings, Mother's Day has flourished in the United States. In ' )\3""‘;'
fact, the second Sunday of May has become the most popular day of the year to Mother s
dine out, and telephone lines record their highest traffic, as sons and daughters s D/\Y
everywhere take advantage of this day to honor and to express appreciation of
their mothers.



From Pastor Sharon

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
He is risen! Christis risen indeed! Alleluia!l
Welcome to the Great Fifty Days of Easter.

We remember the accounts of Jesus’ appearances during the
forty days between his resurrection and his ascension, and then
during the ten days of waiting for the coming of the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost.

The New Handbook of the Christian Year, 1992

This season is also the Pentecost season, in which we are reminded that only through the
power of the Holy Spirit can we know the risen Christ, living among us, loving us, and
empowering us.

(\% An excerpt from “The Eyes of Jesus,” by John O’Donohue (from his
‘ book of blessings, To Bless the Space Between Us)

| imagine the eyes of Jesus

Were harvest brown,

The light of their gazing

Suffused with the seasons:

The shadow of winter,

The mind of spring,

The blues of summer,

And amber of harvest.

A gaze that is perfect sister

To the kindness that dwells
In his beautiful hands.

May you be filled with Holy Spirit power this Easter-Pentecost season.
May these Great Fifty Days find you basking in the gaze of a loving Savior.
He knows you. He sees you.

May you come to know Him and to see Him ever more deeply.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Sharon
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R o Birthaey

Helen Secker
Anita Flores
Robert West
Floyd Crosby
Ron Castruita
Andy Wahe

8 April Klein

10 Holly Harward
11 Laura Adams
12 Allison Kielhold
16 Karen Wahe

18 Nancy Greening
19 Sandy Smith

21 Kent Colby

23 Kitty Robinson
27 Sharon Bannister
29 Susan Wamsley

~NOo oD

22 Matt & Donna Harward
24 Perry & Nancy Jones

26 Mike & Denise Hinckley
29 Jim & Carolyn Manlowe

Mot her ' s
by Floyd Crosby

To honor moms on Mother’s Day
What could even master poets say!
Surely they would speak of arms to hold you tight
Cuddled, if she must, throughout the night.

Perhaps they might mention song
And where those gentle tones belong
Soothing in some tiny ear
Assuring one there’s naught to fear.

Were | a poet of some skill
I’d speak of moms and daffodils.
For moms are like a lovely flower
Whose loving touch has awesome power!

I’d even speak of joy and laughter
And the cozy feeling that comes after,
For moms know well that it’s no rumor
Each life must have a sense of humor.

Well! | might speak of courage and of faith
She knows her child will surely face;
She faced it on the day you came,

And for you she’d do it all again.

My talents wane as | speak of Mother.
As each of us soon discovers, mothers are a
precious gift from One above
Who only asks we treat them all with love.

May Lectionary Readings:
1 Acts 2:14a, 22-32; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John
20:19-31
8 Acts 2:14a, 36-41; 1 Peter 1:17-23; Luke
24:13-35
15  Acts 2:42-47; 1 Peter 2:19-25;
John 10:1-10
22 Acts 7:55-60; 1 Peter 2:2-10;
John 14:1-14
29 Acts 17:22-31; 1 Peter 3:13-22, John
14:15-21




Riverside District
Camp Extravaganzal

Sunday, May 1, all children, youth, parents
and leaders are invited to attend this year’s Camp
Extravaganza and see what’s happening this July
at Camp Wrightwood.

Come on up to the camp on May 1° from 2-6
PM and experience a
bit of camp, meet
leaders, and share
dinner and a campfire.
Cost is $5.00. Contact
Amy Bahnson if
you’re interested.

A summer
experience at Camp
Wrightwood has much to offer our children and
youth. The week away in God’s green acre,
combined with wonderful leadership and themes,
can make a lasting impression on children’s faith
journey.

This church has had a long-connected
relationship with camping. Let’s continue in that
tradition. Camp has much to offer. Camp can
make a difference.

Contact Amy Bahnson for more
information.

Vacation Bible School

Calling all children, youth, and adults! This
year’s Vacation Bible School will be held June
13-16 from 5:30 — 8:00 pm.

Our theme this
year is “SHAKE IT
UP CAFE, Where

Kids Carry Out
God’' s Reci

Children H-!ﬁj P
entering Wb B -
Kindergarten — 5™
grade are

encouraged to attend and bring family and friends,
while youth and adults have a special place as
volunteers with crafts, games, snacks, storytellers,
and other leaders.

How exciting to host a great program here at
UMCOY! Hope to see you at VBS. Contact Amy
for volunteer opportunities.

United Methodist Church of
Yucaipa
Koinonia Scholarship

Applications

Scholarship applications are
now available and can be

Schedule for thi
Elementary Camp

July 10-16 (entering grades 3-6)

Junior/Senior High Camp
July 17-23 (entering grades 7-9 and
9-graduated)

Camp sessions begin at 3:00 PM on
Sunday and end at 11:00 AM on
Saturday.

All camps cost $320. Church
camperships are available upon request.

192)

obtagned by ceptagipg e -
church office or a member of
the Koinonia Sunday School

Class.

All applications and references must be
returned no later than June 15, 2011.

To qualify as a recipient, the applicant must be an
active and contributing member of the United
Methodist Church of Yucaipa, who intends to
pursue advanced training, either vocational or
academic, beyond the secondary level. The
applicant may be of any age and may be in any
phase of his or her advanced education. Any

church member, including someone who has

previously received an award from this fund, may
apply.



Confirmation Celebration Brunch “

Easter was Confirmation
Sunday! Our confirmands (now new
members) are being honored with
their families at a brunch on Sunday,
May 1%. We are proud of all their
accomplishments during class time
and their willingness to explore their
faith and learn more about our denomination and
how the scriptures are important in our daily lives.

Our New Members:

Cameron Causey
Bianca Forte
Kathryn Forte
Erik Hagen
Ross Harps
Emily Hinckley
Jenna Rolf
David Rolf

We, as a congregation, had a significant role
in their becoming new members. Pastor Sharon

asked, AiDo you, as Chri st
reaffirm both your rejection of sin and your
commit ment to Christ?
We answered,* WE DO. ”
Pastor Sharon also asked, i Wi | | y ou

one another in the Christian faith and life and
include these persons now before you in your
care?o

We responded with: “ Wi t h God’ s
will proclaim the good news and live according
to the example of Christ.

We will surround these persons with a
community of love and forgiveness, that they
may grow in their trust of God, and be found
faithful in their service to others. We will pray
for them, that they may be true disciples who
wal k in the way that

As we, the congregation, pledged during their
service, let us remember to keep these young men
and women in our prayers and support them along
their (and our) journey. They are a blessing to all
of us.

Amy Bahnson

YOUR PRESENCE IS REQUESTED
FOR THE PHOTOGRAPHING OF
THE UMCOY CENTENNIAL
EDITION OF THE CHURCH

PICTORIAL DIRECTORY!

May 12, 13, 14
Thurs, 2-9:20pm
Fri, noon-7:20pm

Sat., 9:30am -
5:10pm

Greetings!
My name is Risa Vargas and |

Amgthe Cteaﬂ fgr Riyergide District

Senior High Camp. | am'writing in
the hopes that you can help us fill
some important volunteer roles for

this vital ministry the week of July 17-23.

N U T uridnfly@we are seeking a camp nurse. This
person can be an RN, LVN, or Doctor. Do you have
someone in your congregation who could help?

We are also seeking volunteer counselors who care

h aldepfy fontheyouth of our district and sharing God's
love. We need men and women! (ages 19+ for junior
high camp and 23+ for senior high camp)

As a pastor or church leader, are you interested in
speaking at camp or at least coming to visit, even
counseling? We would love to have you be part of our
exciting week.

Information on our camps and registration is
available at www.calpaccamps.org.

| e a drsel frée @ cottatt he®r-our district camping

coordinator, Amy Bahnson, at (760) 408-2453.

Thank you for helping us spread the word about our
volunteer positions and the camping ministry itself. It's
a joy to work with you in enriching the lives of
Riverside District's young people!

Gratitude and blessings,
Risa Vargas



http://www.calpaccamps.org/
http://mail.verizon.com/webmail/%22http:/%22http:/tel:%28760%29408-2453%22%22

NEEDLES ON TH

This month’s Women of the Bible Quilt Block:

Block Name: Cross Roads

Lot os Wife
The colors of Cross Roads are vivid and bright,
And the small squares that change
from dark to light
Reflect the turmoil within Lot’s wife
As she left Sodom to start a new life.

Lucy Birnbaum

SCRIP:
Support Church Resources In Purchases.

It's a fact: You can give money to Yucaipa United
Methodist Church without its costing you as much
as one penny. Over the past seven years, our
church has benefited to the tune of over $32,000,
thanks to those members who participate in the
SCRIP program when they purchase their
groceries from Stater Bros. markets. Stater

Bros. GIVES MONEY to Yucaipa UMC when
you shop there using SCRIP.

So, if you buy groceries (and who doesn't??),
please stop by the SCRIP table in Fellowship Hall
after Sunday worship service to find out how you
can participate. There is nothing to it--honest! No
fuss, no hassle, no gimmicks, no arm-twisting -- it
doesn't cost you money or take any of your
valuable time. Does this sound a little like an info-
mercial? I'm skeptical when someone tells me |
can get something for nothing. But this is the real
McCoy, and the ministry of Yucaipa UMC is
enhanced by your participation.

If you have any questions about this program, stop
by the SCRIP table on Sunday.

Ralph Snook

From Global Ministries to UMCOY:

Thank you for your 2010 contribution of
$1,100 to Global Ministries’ missionary
support fund 05281Z for the Hendersons.
The need for support during these uncertain
economic times is more important than ever,
and we offer our deepest thanks to you.

DISTRICT EVENTS CALENDAR

Saturday, May 7, 8:30 — 12:00 — District Conference
and Pre-Conference at Riverside First UMC

Thursday, May 12, 7 p.m. — District Ministries Team
Meeting, University UMC, Redlands

Saturday, May 21, 8:30 a.m. — Cal-Pac Conference
and Riverside District United Methodist Men
“SERVICE TO GOD, COUNTRY AND
COMMUNITY” Workshop at Redlands First
uMcC

Saturday, May 28, 9 a.m. — 3 p.m. — Lay Speaking
Course, Ontario First

Saturday, June 4, 9 a.m. — 3 p.m. — Lay Speaking
Course, Ontario First (Correction: this course
was previously listed as April 4; it will take
place on June 4).

June 15 — 19, California Pacific Annual Conference




The Book Nook

If you were to
assume that Francine
Rivers’ novel Redeeming
Love is a “love story,”
guess what — you would
be right. What makes this
love story different,
however, is the type of
love given and its effect
on all concerned.

Michael Hosea, a hard
working farmer, was told by God that a young
woman known only as “Angel” was to be his wife.
Michael found this hard to believe, but he acted on
his trust in the Lord. The results were anything but
predictable. Angel was an angry, embittered
young woman who knew more than her fair share
of disappointment and betrayal. Suffice it to say
that things did not go well.

On one encounter Angel said to him, “How
did you manage to make it to the ripe old age of
26 without ever being with a woman?” He
answered, “I made a decision to wait for the right
one.” To which she replied with contempt, “And
you really think that I’'m it? You poor, dumb
fool.” (p. 78)

Angel, at this point in her life, was only 18
years old, but she was so bitter that, to her, “love”
was merely a code word for male lust and
exploitation. In her world, men used women only
for selfish pleasure; most people were no good,
and men couldn’t be trusted.

In the face of these difficulties, Michael
frequently doubted that God really wanted him to
marry Angel. In a fit of frustration, he told the
Lord, “The last thing I want or need is a woman
who doesn’t feel a thing.” (p. 80) With this
beginning, was there really any hope for a
meaningful relationship between these two?

The story starts in 1835 and continues through
the 1850s. Most of the action takes place in
California during the Gold Rush, so the story can
be considered a “Western,” albeit an atypical one.
The title gives a hint about how things will turn
out, but the way it happens is fascinating. | was
intrigued by many unexpected turns, and |
thoroughly enjoyed reading Redeeming Love.
Arden Adams

History of the
United Methodist Church of Yucaipa

On November 11, 1911, just one year after
settlers first came to the Yucaipa Valley, Rev.
Alfred Inwood, the Riverside District
Superintendent of the Methodist Church, offered
to provide $1000 to build a new church and match
the money raised by the local church to pay the
pastor. Sixteen of the 22 attendees joined the
church at this meeting, which was held at the
home of Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Lane.

The first pastor was Rev. Frank Lucas, who
concurrently pastored Grace Church in Redlands.
After preaching in Redlands at 11:00 am, he
would travel in an open buggy drawn by a small
team of horses to preach in Yucaipa at the Lane
home, and then return to preach a 7:00 pm evening
service in Redlands. The church grew rapidly and
soon outgrew the Lane home.

The Redlands and Yucaipa Land Company
donated land for the church at Fifth and Montana
Streets, now known as Acacia and Adams. Ground
was broken for a 28' x 46' church in the fall of
1913. The church was dedicated (without paint) on
November 3, 1913.

In 1946, the church voted to build a new
sanctuary and remodel the old sanctuary for
classrooms. Church members collected and hauled
over 100 truckloads of river rock from Mill Creek
before construction work was started. All ages
took part in this effort, combining work with
picnic meals. On July 25, 1948, the cornerstone
was laid.

A ground breaking for the first section of the
new Education Building occurred in 1958. The
second section was started in 1963, and
consecrated on September 29, 1964. The old
sanctuary, which was called the Social Hall for
many years, was bulldozed, and the current
Fellowship Hall was immediately begun. It was
completed and dedicated on March 19, 1967. In
1968, the Methodist Church united with the
Evangelical United Brethren Church. The name
was then changed to the United Methodist Church
of Yucaipa.

The church bell came from a one-room school
in Utah that was being demolished.

The church will celebrate its 100th
anniversary on November 13, 2011.




Wh asShe Up To Now?!

Allison Kielhold is not one to let the proverbial grass grow
under her feet. This summer she is going to work on staff with the
Sierra Service Project on the Teec Nos Pos Reservation in Arizona
for nine weeks.

Allison became involved with SSP through our church. Every
summer Deb Davidson takes the youth group to an SSP site. “I
always had a great experience. Then last summer | went to Honduras
with SSP for two weeks and that trip really sparked my interest in
working for SSP,” Allison said.

There are seven people on the summer SSP staff: one director,
two cooks, one spiritual leader, and three construction coordinators.
All will live together on the reservation for the summer. “I'm one of
the cooks,” she explained. Every week new church groups will come
and help repair homes on the reservation, and Allison will be there
to help make sure that they get fed. But the summer work is not by
any means her biggest upcoming adventure.

This coming year she is going to study Spanish and Latin American History, Literature, and Human
Rights in San Jose, Costa Rica. She'll be there for the entire school year and will most likely stay later to do
some volunteer work in the area.

“For my major in international studies | have to study abroad for at least a semester, but | want to
immerse myself fully in a different culture. So | am going to study abroad for the entire school year through
an organization called International Studies Abroad. | will be a junior next year, so once I get back I will
finish up my senior year at Cal State Long Beach. | am going to stay with a Costa Rican family while | am
abroad in order to become fluent in Spanish.”

Allison’s family is very supportive of her study abroad. “They are excited for me, and | think they are proud
of my plans. I'm sure they are a little concerned about my being gone for so long. I know I will miss them,
but they know it will be an amazing experience.”

Amazing, indeed. Our thoughts and prayers will travel with you, Allison, and we will look forward to
hearing about your adventures. Take lots of pictures, please!




An Update on Jessica Moore Strysko, Our
Candidate for the Ministry...

Jessica sends greetings to all here at UMCQY. She is
currently finishing up her second year Master of Divinity
coursework at Harvard Divinity School, where she is enjoying
her classes and growing as a theologian. “I am currently taking
Intro to the New Testament, United Methodist Polity, United
Methodist History and Doctrine, and a class called Gender,
Religion, and Politics in Transnational Perspective.”

Jessica serves as a pastoral intern/Christian Education Director at Harvard-Epworth UMC, where she
has leadership roles in worship: she preaches and participates in preaching evaluations, she organizes and
trains volunteers, and she helps teach the elementary Sunday schools and Children’s church. As if that
weren’t enough, she also helps lead the children’s choir; co-leads the Young Adult Group; and leads the
church’s involvement in a sandwich ministry for people who are hungry and homeless in the area.

Jessica has just been re-hired to serve at Harvard-Epworth UMC again next year, and is looking forward
to some new ministry opportunities there.

At school, Jessica is serving as the President of the Harvard Divinity School Methodist group,
organizing and participating in a weekly covenant group (“where we meet for spiritual conversation and
accountability”), and also organizing some ecumenical activities with other groups on campus. She is also
involved on the Divinity School student government’s finance committee, and works as a student trainer in
Widener library. “It has been wonderful inter-personal and administrative experience,” she notes.

“I correspond regularly with my candidacy mentor, Rev. Karen Dalton, via telephone and e-mail, which
has been very helpful, in addition to trying to be in contact with everyone at UMCOY as much as possible, in
spite of the distance.” She has also been accepted to a Clinical Pastoral Education program at Beverly
Hospital in Beverly, MA beginning this May, where she will basically serve as a chaplain intern for 11
weeks. “I am very much looking forward to that experience of growth in ministry.”

“On top of all of this,” Jessica says, “I am
loving my second year of married life with Tim,
enjoying the process of making friends here, and
learning more about New England as opportunity
permits.”

Bravo, Jessica! We are honored to sponsor
your candidacy, and we pray for your continued
success.



Christmas 2009

He became a citizen of the United States in
July of 1941. He once considered accepting an
invitation to audition for the Metropolitan Opera,
but decided that the commitment to such a
rigorous rehearsal schedule would cramp his style.
He has a Bachelor’s degree in organic chemistry.
He has played golf on the “new” (built in 1895)
Saint Andrews course in Scotland. He won an
award in 1984 for growing the best beard in a six-
week contest at the 24™ annual Airstream Hobo
Rally at the Colorado River Country Fair in
Blythe, California. He has a life membership in
the National Rifle Association, and has hunted
quail, chukkar partridge, dove, and deer in the
Sierra Nevada, fishing in between times. He’s
been legally blind since 1994, although you won’t
notice that right away, especially if you visit him
at Yucaipa Land Yacht Harbor, because he has
mastered techniques for dealing successfully with
the handicap. He plays golf with his blind friends
at the Palm Desert Suncrest Country Club. He
takes courses at the Braille Institute in Rancho
Mirage every Tuesday, traveling there by bus. He
attends church nearly every Sunday morning. And
he’ll be 92 next month.

You’ve probably figured out by now that I'm
talking about Lynn Barker, the tall guy who
usually sits with friends in the back pew during
worship. He’s quite a gallant gentleman — when he
sat next to me at a United Methodist Men’s
breakfast he was quick to help me with my jacket
before the meal was served. That’s when I decided
I’d like to interview him for the newsletter.

Lynnwood Barker was born in Westmont, a
f.Db fWM@ptreal, Quebec on June 27, 1919.
‘I’'ve always been a fighter, he told me. “When I
was born, the doctor first saw my ‘Adam’s apple’
on Friday, June 27", I was actually born on the
30th, and even then he had to use forceps to get
me out. It made my head lop-sided.” His mother, a
graduate of the Royal College of London, was a
professional contralto. “She taught singing lessons
and directed church choirs. We had two Steinways
in the living room.” In fact, Lynn was named after
a church organist in one of the churches where she
directed choirs. He was the youngest of four
children: Evelyn was born in 1908, Harold in
1910, and Margaret in 1914,

“My dad was 44 years old when | was born,
and my mother was 35. When | was six months
old, they brought us to live in the states — first to
St. Louis, and then to Hinsdale, near Chicago.”
His dad was the secretary of the Martin Senour
Paint Company. “But I spent summers with my
grandmother in Canada, and | went to elementary
boarding school in Canada in 1928 and ’29. It was
during the depth of the Depression. My parents’
marriage wasn’t going well, and I think they
wanted to spare me the details. They were
divorced somewhere in the late ‘20s.”

Even as a child, Lynn had a beautiful voice.
He sang in the church choirs that his mother
directed — first as a boy soprano, then as a tenor,
and eventually a bass. Not long after Lynn
returned to the States to begin high school, he was
diagnosed with incipient tuberculosis. He was kept
in bed for six months. “We had a flat on the north
side of Chicago — an entire floor in a three or four-
story building. There was a private school on the
first floor, and | went to school there after 1 got
well.” From there he went to public high school.
“I roller skated back and forth to school. We used
to hook our belts over the bumpers of cars and get
pulled down the street. The streets were paved
with asphalt, which got soft in the summer heat.
One time | hitched on and my skates locked in the
soft tar. | got dragged 200 yards at 35 miles per
hour. That’s when my mother found out what I
had been doing.” He sold the Saturday Evening
Post and Liberty Magazine at the foot of the El
station for five cents per magazine. He got to keep
two cents per copy. “Those were great days — you



could buy an eight-inch hot dog with the bun and
all the fixings for a nickel.”

Lynn’s mom moved the family from Chicago
to Westchester County in New York, where he
attended high school in Pelham, the first town
north of the Bronx and the oldest town in the
county. He was baptized and confirmed
Episcopalian when he was a baby, but went to the
Presbyterian Church in Pelham because he was
dating the pastor’s daughter. He delivered the New
Rochelle Standard. At school he played track and
field, cross country, and tennis. “I threw the
hammer, the javelin, and did the broad jump. | was
the smallest kid in my graduating class — I didn’t
start to grow until I went to college.”

After high school, Lynn worked for farmers
during three summers. “The first one was in New
Hampshire. They had three horses, one cow, and a
cornfield. I drove a two and a half ton truck with
three stalls all over New England to horse shows.
All I made was my room and board. The lady
wanted me to be their butler, but I fell down the
steps carrying a silver tureen full of peas and
dented the tureen pretty badly, so that ended that.”
The next job was on a 100-acre farm. 12 cows had
to be enclosed by barbed wire fencing. “18 inch
corner posts, sunk in holes 2 foot square and 6 feet
deep, dug with a shovel.” And next came a job
with a commercial dairy — Walker-Gordon
Certified Milk. The dairy stocked 1,000 head of
milking cattle, which had to be milked three times
a day. “The cows were hitched to a merry-go-
round apparatus that could milk 50 cows in 12
minutes. | was the cleanup guy — | had to keep a
250-yard passageway with white walls clean after
the cattle came through each time.” He also
worked in the silos on a farm in South Jersey.
“Some of the silos were full of peanut shells,
which were used for bedding. Hopper cars were
pulled up to the silo to be filled with shells, and |
had to climb up into the top of the silo and stand,
waist deep, in the shells and push the shells into
the hoppers. It was hot and dusty, and | had to
wear an aspirator mask.” Other silos held green
cut alfalfa, treated with molasses, for feed. “I was
rained on with molasses. | had thought of
becoming an agronomist or a field service
representative, but the summers on the farms
cured me from wanting to do that.”

He graduated from Polytechnic Institute of
Brooklyn in 1942 with a degree in chemistry and
went to work for DuPont at the Indiana Ordnance
Works, a smokeless powder plant. He spent a
month in training and was then sent to Oklahoma
to open up a new plant. “I did that for 11 months,
and then I called up my thesis professor and went
back to work on my master’s thesis. I worked in a
laboratory on rocket fuels, so | guess you can say |
was a rocket scientist.” He gave up on the
master’s, though, when he was offered a job as
Chief Chemist in an aluminum forging plant in
Erie, Pennsylvania in 1943. He supervised
inorganic chemical analysis, maintaining etch
tanks with sodium hydroxide and chrome
sulphuric acid to clean forgings after they had
been hammered. “Erie — boy, that’s a cold place!”
he remarked. “I sang in a Lutheran choir there. I
was still a tenor in those days.”

In 1944 Lynn “got tired of being looked at for
not doing my part” and joined the United States
Navy. Classified E3 because he passed the
electronics test, Seaman 1% Class Barker attended
Boot Camp at Sampson Naval Training Center on
Ithaca Lake in New York. From there he was sent
to Pre-Radio School in Chicago, where he spent a
month learning how to do wiring. Next came three
months of training in Gulfport, Mississippi, from
which he emerged as E-4, 3rd class Petty Officer.
He analyzed military radios for defects and made
the necessary repairs. After that he was transferred
to the Naval Air Technical Training Center in
Corpus Christi, Texas for Naval Air Technician
training. He graduated fourth in a class of almost
200 students, making the classification of E-5 in
Aviation Electronics, which meant that he could
work with radar — rotating antennas and their
mechanical and electrical systems.

On VJ (Victory over Japan) Day in 1945,
Lynn was still in school. He was sent to join a
squadron in Norfolk, Virginia. After six months he
was discharged in New York City. “I signed over
into the Reserves on the same day.” (He served in
the Active Reserves for 20 years, then in the
Inactive Reserves, working in Civil Service until
he was 51 years old.) “I got a postcard from the
wife of one of my professors at Brooklyn Poly
asking me to drive a car from Cornell, New York
to Naval Ordnance Test Station Inyokern, which is



50 miles north of Mojave. It’s a Navy rocket base,

where aircraft weaponry is developed.” The trip
took ten days. “I arrived at Inyokern at 8:00 in the
mornlng on the 4™ of August,” he commented,

“after leaving Las Vegas at midnight. The car was
a Nash 600, fully loaded and under powered. The
car boiled over four times that night.”

Because he was a chemist, Lynn was offered
a job as a GS-9 (General Service meant
professional, not clerical) for $1.97 per hour, 40
hours per week, 52 weeks per year, with 26
vacation days per year. “The pay was $4,149.60
per year then. People in that position now earn
$57,000 a year.” The work was in inorganic
analysis, and included blowing glass by hand to
make laboratory equipment. He worked in the lab
for two years. “I even got my picture in Life
Magazine, in an article about the lab.” From there
he was invited to work as a chemical engineering
shift supervisor, specializing in the processing of
high explosives.

It was at China Lake that he met and married
(in 1948) Emily Jane Richmond, nicknamed
“Lee.” She was the “mayor’s daughter” — her
father had retired as the Inyokern station’s first
executive and been elected administrative
manager for the town of China Lake. “She was
good-looking — tall and slender — a college grad.
She was a real go-getter, interested in Navy social
events. She worked with the Red Cross, too. We
lived on the base, where housing quality was
based on the kind of work you did. It
was a ‘caste system’ of sorts.” The
couple had two sons: Roger in 1949,
and Curtis in 1951.

In 1950 he was commissioned
Lieutenant Jr. Grade and became a
Seabee Division trainer. “Later on |
made Lieutenant Commander on my
first try. But | was passed over for
Commander.”

“My family has almost never
been without a dog or two,” he
commented as we talked. “I
remember that we had a Pekingese
one time. My mother had raised it.

The dog got ringworm, so we took him to the vet
in Lancaster, which meant a drive of 80 or 90
miles. The vet shaved it to the skin and painted it
with gentian violet. We came home with a purple
dog.”

In 1971, shortly after Lynn retired from 25
years in Civil Service, he moved the family to a
mobile home near Inyokern. Roger went to study
at UC Riverside and earned his degree summa
cum laude as a member of Phi Beta Kappa with a
math/physics double major. Lynn got a job
working for H. R. Block, writing taxes, in order to
earn his quarters for Social Security. They formed
some great friendships there, traveling and
camping. They met a nice couple, Wilma and Leo
Weaver, during an Airstream caravan into the
Gold Country. The Weavers had twin daughters
and a son. “They were the kind of people who
would help you in any way they could, whatever
the circumstances.” In 1973 their group trekked to
the international rally in Bozeman, Montana.
2,900 Airstreams parked in rows in a 40 acre field
at the University of Montana. “It poured rain, and
the field turned into mud. Wilma and Leo’s trailer
was parked in our row, with four trailers
between.” Wilma had a kidney stone attack, and
Leo went with her in the ambulance to the
hospital. Lynn went to pick him up later, so he
could get back to his car and trailer.

Unfortunately, Lee suffered from manic

depressmn and it became harder and harder for

m  her to cope. Following an incident
involving a butcher knife, she was
institutionalized in Culver City for
six months. “They gave her shock
treatments and a chemically
balanced diet, but it didn’t help,”
Lynn said softly. Lee was
eventually institutionalized
permanently in Tucson, Arizona.
Lynn visited her every day. “She
was so afraid,” he recalled. But
nothing seemed to help her, and
Lynn needed to go on with his life,
so he eventually filed for divorce.

Leo Weaver had passed away
in 1973, and Wilma had moved to

Wilma and Lynn



Tucson with her trailer. Lynn married her on May
16, 1975.

In
Yucaipa
two
Airstream
members,
Floyd
Wells and
Ralph
Kennedy,
decided to
create an
Airstream
: Land
Comic Opera Parody at Airstream | Yacht

Hobo Rally in Blythe Harbor on

"You know, one of those things where the | 3d Street,
fat lady sings at the end." and put the

word out to all the members that “we ought to buy
this place.” Wilma had bought Space 59 in
December of 1974, so Lynn bought Spaces 20 and
21. They were investors, not residents at that
point. In August of 1975 Wilma sold her
Airstream and her tow vehicle, as well as Space
59. Lynn sold Space 21. They moved a coach into
Space 20 on April 15" in 1975.

Lynn sang bass in the UMCQY choir
beginning in 1977 when they joined the church.
Dr. Cavanaugh was the pastor at that time.
Through the years he has sung in the choir,
ushered, and been a member of United Methodist
Men.

Lynn and Wilma had 33 wonderful years
together. They were very close to all five of their
children. He was three weeks short of having
served for 35 years in the |
Navy when he retired at age
60 in 1979. They traveled
every summer from 1975 to
1994, during which time
they visited all 50 United
States, two states in Mexico,
New Zealand, Australia,
England, Ireland, and all but
two provinces in Canada.
“In 1981 we spent five

Lar‘}y and Lynn .

weeks in England, where we rented a 13 foot
teardrop-type trailer, which is basically a bed and
a clothes closet, in London. We toured England
and Wales, and had fun driving on the wrong side
of the road up the coast to the Irish Sea and into
Scotland.” Both of them played golf (“I had gotten
down to a 12 handicap,” Lynn reflected), and they
played at St. Andrews, Bath, and Glasgow. That’s
where he bought the red Royal Stuart tartan cap
that he wears to and from church. They spent 30
days on golf caravans each year for eight to ten
years. The golf trophies are now displayed proudly
on Lynn’s bookshelves, along with trophies from
other caravan and club events. If you go to visit,
you’ll also see the beautiful needlepoint and
punchwork art pieces that he created while his
eyesight permitted.

Lynn’s macular degeneration started June 10,
1994 on a two-lane road in Wyoming, 1,000 miles
from home. All of a sudden he realized that he
was drifting in and out of his lane and that he
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couldn’t see
oncoming traffic
because of a blind
spot in his vision.
He pulled to the side
of the road, and
Wilma took over.
“She was an
experienced driver,
so there was no

problem.” She did
the driving after
that, which afforded them six more years of
traveling together. | asked him about dealing with
the fact that he had lost his sight, and he explained
that it is a type of grieving process, where you go
through the stages of anger and
denial, then finally acceptance and
adjustment.

What a happy smile!

But, as always, he was a
fighter. He began attending classes
at the Braille Institute in Rancho
Mirage in 1995, and Wilma used to
take him to Banning on
Wednesdays because he still
__ played golf on Tuesdays and
- Fridays.

Jean, Wilma, and Joan



Wilma had two hip replacements beginning in
about 2000 and went through open heart surgery
for a valve replacement in 1998. She passed away
in July of 2008.

Lynn still loves classical music. “I listen to
KUSC six to eight hours a day. | have my clock
radio set to wake me with music at 6:00 every
morning. | just bought a set of six CDs — the 100
best performances of the Vienna Philharmonic.”
Of Chicago he remarks, “The three best things
about living in Chicago were the concerts, the
1933 World’s Fair, and the museums. In fact, I
became kind of a ‘museum freak.””” He enjoys
opera, and appreciated seeing Tannhauser and
Aida live at the Met in New York when he was
younger.

He travels by bus to the Braille Institute in
Rancho Mirage every Tuesday to take courses.
The Institute offers an extensive catalog of course
options. There are, naturally, courses for
individuals who are experiencing loss of vision for
the first time. But there is a wealth of additional
options. One group of courses focuses around the
use of technology for e-mail, internet, digital
photography, and letters and documents. There are
courses in Line Dancing, Rhythm Guitar, and
Singing, Art Studio: Mixed Media, Current Health
Headlines, Kitchen Confidence, Sensory
Awareness, and Today’s Hot Topics, which is an
open discussion course focused on relevant news
topics and how they influence one’s life. There’s a
book club that meets monthly. The catalog also
lists a variety of exercise classes, job-related
personal empowerment classes, sewing classes,
gardening classes, updates on vision research, and
of course, Braille. “Anyone interested in enrolling
in this FREE school can contact me at 797-6868.,”
Lynn said enthusiastically.

Lynn continues to sing bass in the hymns on
Sunday mornings at church. His golf handicap is
up to 30 now, but he still enjoys the game. “My
swing is still pretty good. I really like putting,” he
said. The heads of his clubs are painted bright
yellow. He showed me his Belly Putter, a
specialized club that allows a front-facing, firm
stance. He handles his own bookkeeping and
correspondence with technological support from a

computer and a special magnifying computer
screen that enlarges print so that he can read it
with the peripheral vision that remains. Angel, his
current canine companion, protects their home
valiantly whenever a possible intruder approaches
the door. And his son Curtis is quick to come and
assist when needed.

A fighter? Yes he is. And a gentleman. And a
scholar.

Thanks, Lynn, for the interview. Look out,
though, because Arden and | are planning to push
our way in beside you on that back pew one of
these Sundays so that I can hear that bass
harmony!

Laura Adams

Quiet Times

At quiet times God comes to me,

And we commune privately.

As | close my eyes, bow my head and pray
| feel Him take my cares away.

It matters not what | have on,
or how | wear my hair.
It matters not if I’m rich or poor;
He really doesn’t care.
It matters not my color of skin or nationality.

The thing that really counts with Him is
what’s inside of me.

Lucy Birnbaum
April 5, 2011




No One Dies Alone - - -

Redlands Community Hospital Chaplain Paul
Reed is launching a wonderful new program
called “No One Dies Alone.” He writes: “No one
is born alone, and in the best of circumstances, no
one dies alone. Yet from time to time terminally
ill patients come to Redlands Community
Hospital who have neither family nor close
friends to be with them as they near the end of
life. The Redlands Community Hospital No
One Dies Alone program seeks to provide a
reassuring presence to dying patients who
otherwise would be alone. Compassionate
Companions, along with the nursing and
support staff, offer patients a most precious
human gift, a dignified death.

Paul is looking to volunteers to serve as
Compassionate Companions. A Compassionate
Companion stays in the room with a patient, in
four hour shifts, as that patient makes the journey
from the mortal life to what lies beyond.
Volunteers will be screened by the RCH
Volunteer Services Department and trained by the
Pastoral Care Department to provide the
reassuring presence for dying patients.

If you would like to be a part of this wonderful
new program, you may let us know in the church
office, 797-1143.

If our church has at least five people who would
like to volunteer, Chaplain Paul will be happy to
schedule training at our location.

You may contact Chaplain Paul directly via e-
mail at pcr@redlandshospital.org, or by ‘phone at

(909) 335-5552.

National Day of Prayer

Thursday, May 5, is the National Day of Prayer.
At noon,
local
churches —
including
UMCOY —
will open
their doors
for folks to
pray. Here
at UMCOY we will open the sanctuary from
noon to 1:30 pm. Literature will be provided to
guide us as we pray individually. You are invited
to come and go as your schedule permits.

In the evening, at 7:00 pm, there will be an
ecumenical community gathering at Yucaipa
Christian Church, to pray together as Christians.
Pastor Sharon will be participating; we urge
UMCOY members and friends to participate, as
well.

Imagine NO
Malaria
4 . Breakfast

Sunday, May 15
8:00 to 8:45 am

Come early for
church and join
with our youth as
we celebrate the Imagine NO Malaria Overnight
Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall.

An egg dish, sausage, rolls, fruit, and juice are on
the menu.

Come on in and celebrate with us!


mailto:pcr@redlandshospital.org

EPIC UPDATE

Imagine NO Malaria

This month, you have a unique opportunity to
make a difference. The youth are hosting an
Imagine NO Malaria Overnight here at the
church, Saturday, May 14 — Sunday, May 15 to
raise funds for the United Methodist Church’s
campaign to end malaria by the year 2015.

Mosquito net tents will be set up within our gated
grassy area, and various events will take place to
focus on the plight of malaria and celebrate our
coming together to help swat it away.

Youth will be asking for donations towards our
fundraiser. $10 can save a life by paying for
prevention education, mosquito netting, and
medication. That doesn’t seem like too big a cost
for saving a life! Please feel free to give as you
are able. Any amount will be appreciated.

Youth will have their pledge sheets available
starting in May.

You are invited to come by and visit us during the
overnight. And we hope you’ll celebrate with us
at breakfast before church on the 15",

EPIC Schedule for May

1 — District Camp Extravaganza at Camp
Wrightwood, 2-6 pm

8 — EPIC Pizza Party (Place TBA) 5:00-6:30 pm
14-15 — Imagine NO Malaria overnight
22 — EPIC 5:00-6:30 pm

20 - Youth Sunday — NO EPIC

Newsletter Credits

Thank you to Dick Birnbaum for the new
portraits of Pastor Sharon and Arden Adams.

Thank you to all who contribute PPN
articles, artwork, photos and text. ®
Especially if you submit your items =2

by the 10" of the month! AR

Thank you to Joann Davis for editing each
month’s issue of the newsletter with an eagle eye.
It’s amazing how many typos she finds, even
when [ think I’ve sent her a “final” draft!

Thank you to Deb Davidson, who edits for
accuracy and formatting of information and puts
the newsletter on the website. She makes what
she does sound easy, but it ain’t! (Joann, that
spelling was intentional.)

And thanks to Linda Ewan, who handles the text
and graphics on the front page; writes and
formats the birthday and anniversary page;
collects, types, and formats letters; collects and
tabulates data; and prints the newsletter for us.
That last part, especially, is no small job!

Laura Adams







The Birds are Back!

To order a flamingo flocking for someone you love in the local Yucaipa area, attach your
check made out to UMQQY (United Methodist Church of Yucaipa) to acompleted order
form with the recipient® name and address (provide details of locked gates, fences,
dogs, etc. that we should know about). Drop it in the flamingo box at church, or send it
to the church office at 35177 Beech Ave., Yucaipa. We reserve the right to refuse/refund
any flocking request based on travel distance or the safety of our youth.

The same form can be used for Hamingo Insurance. Just write Gnsuranced in the
purchase box and list your own name and address. (You can optionally provide a flock
forwarding name and address in the recipient section. This insurance will guarantee
that if someone chooses your front yard for the next landing, that it will automatically
go to the individual you specify. If they have insurance, it will go on to the next person
until one without insurance is designated.) Insurance lasts for one month.

Price List
5 Hamingo Hock $%
10 Hamingo Hock $10
15 Hamingo Aock $15
20 Hamingo Hock $20
Hamingo Insurance for one month $30
Order Form

| want to purchase:

My Name, Address and
Contact Phone:

Hock Recipient:

(name and address)

Note any special instructions
or message!

Total Amount Paid:
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Rev. Sharon Snapp-Kolas — Pastor

Rev. Ron Faux — Pastor of Visitation
Amy Bahnson — Director of Youth, Praise Worship Leader
Linda Ewan — Church Secretary
Wes Harty — Choir Director
June Fisher — Organist
Chris Nielsen — Accountant
Gerald Pugh — Caretaker
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Sunday Services
Gathering — 8:45 a.m.
Worship 9:00 a.m.

Fellowship 10:15
Sunday School 10:30 a.m.
Nursery Care all morning

www.yucaipamethodist.org
info@yucaipamethodist.org

Laura Adams — Friendly Visitor Columnist and Editor
Deadline for the Friendly Visitor is the 10th of each month.
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