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Vvacation Bible Schoo/

Calling all children who are entering
kindergarten through 5 gradein the fall!

Thi s y e acatidorsBibM &chool will be held
June 13 -16 from 5:30 71 8:00 pm

OQur theme SIHAKE yleTarUR sCAFE, Where Ki.das C
Bring family and friends each evening for crafts, games, snacks, stories, and singing!

Where Kidg?‘?‘cﬁé?
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From Pastor Sharon

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

| have a few notes to share the month oflune. Thank you for reading!

Pentecost
RED is for PENTECOST.

On Sunday, June 12, you are invited to wear somethingp worshipas we
celebrate the birthday of the Clirand the coming of the Holy Spirit.

Red symbolizes the fire of the Holy Spirit. The symbol of the United Methodist Church is the cross
and flame' the cross of Jesus Christ, to remind us of His death and resurrection, andlfthme

to remind us oHis Holy Spirit which came aPentecosand which continues to empower His
people, the Church, to this day.

Pentecosimarks the end of the Great Fifty Days of Easter, during which we have celebrated the appearance
of the risen Christ and the presencélef Holy Spirit.

You are invited to the birthday party of the Church on June 12. Weeldbrate the workers amongass
we recognize volunteers and staff and thank them for their service. We will celebrate the power of the Holy
Spirit at work among uCome celebrate! And remember to wesi.

*kk

Natural Church Development (NCD) update:

The results of our Natural Church Development (NG@xyeyare in!Out of eight categories, our
representative sample of 30 church members revealed that

PASSIONATE SPIRITUALITY
is the area that evneed to work on the madstorder to become a healthier church.

If you would like to know more about the NCD process, please pick up your cajneéf B C @fSlatural
Church Developmentn the church office r a t sBAagk dl@k dn Sunday morninggou can also get a
copy of the graphed results of the survey.

For the next year, we will be working to improve in this area of Passionate Spiritubliggifimediate goals
are to:
1. Offer a churckwide opportunity for fdts to discover their gifts.
2. Start more hombased small gups, to add to those already rieg, aiming especially for mixed
age groupings.
3. Extendmore outreach in our neighborhoods.

If you havequestions about the NCD processvould like to get rare involved, please talk with me, Paul
Kielhold (Lay Leader), or Deb Davidson (Administrative Council Chair).

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Sharon



PR T The United Methodist Church of Yucaipa

Rev. Sharon Snapp-Kolas

35177 Beech Avenue 909.797.1143
Yucaipa, CA 92399 Fax 909.797.1875

Dear Church:

Recently it has come to my attention that a small group of individuals continue to complain about
the praise music. I'd like to be the first to point out that the current praise music is not what I want,
either. Personally, I want a full praise band, with electric, bass and acoustic guitars, with keyboard
and drums, and singers that have practiced their harmonies so that when the praise band makes music
to the Lord, it connects our spirits with the Spirit of God, reviving us, healing us, and empowering us
to take action to reach out and heal the world. T want my worship music to challenge me and give me
hope. I want my worship music to engrave the terrible, beautiful gift of sacrifice and love that Christ
made for me. T want my worship music to let my heart overflow with love, praise and worship in
thanks to God. And I want to let you know that the praise team is taking steps to improve the quality
of the music, but still remain in the middle ground that we established after analyzing the church
survey results and determining that the majority of the congregation wanted both styles of music.

Recently, an emissary was sent to the Worship Committee with a message that as many as twelve
people might leave our congregation if we didn't change the service to make it even more traditional.
But for every one person that has left (or will leave) our congregation because they don’t like the
music, I can list at least three more that no longer attend because they have sat in our congregation
and repeatedly overheard complaining hate speech from “Christians.” And there are some that left
because they didn’t like the pew upholstery and others that left because they didn’t like the color of
the new carpet. Some left when we installed overhead projection screens to make it easier to follow
the worship service, and I"'m sure that someone else will leave because they hate the new sound
system.

Let’s not miss the point of worship. Jesus said the most important thing in God’s eyes was to love
the Lord God with all your might, and to love your neighbor as yourself. And his example of a
neighbor was not someone just like us, but someone totally different. That means we need to come to
church to worship to thank God for all he has done for us, and love and respect people of all musical
tastes. If Jesus were here today, he might be overturning our pews instead of the vendor’s tables.
Our church has become a haven from the outside world, but it is the church that should be going out
into the difficult, loud, unpleasant, messy world to spread salt and light. We should be out sharing
the good news of Christ and demonstrating his love in our good works, not hiding behind the
beautiful stained glass and stone walls of our sanctuary.

Most of our traditional church experience is something that we have created as a church society.
There is no biblical basis for a set order of worship that includes singing a prescribed number of
songs, a bulletin, two scripture readings, and reciting the Lord’s Prayer as a group. There is no
biblical basis for singing hymns that were written between 1600 and 1970 accompanied by an organ.
In fact, King David commanded that we sing a NEW song to the Lord. That doesn’t mean that we
should never sing an old song too... but it DOES mean that we should be singing from our hearts to
praise and worship our Creator God, not practicing mental yoga from the pews or getting riled up
because it’s not our favorite song. In fact, I think that perhaps we should be looking to make our
church experience LESS soothing. The world is full of hurt, and when we confine our religious
experience to just the things that put our minds in a calm, peaceful state, we are missing an
opportunity to see what gives God pain, grow as Christians and reach out to change the world.






